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vieirinff  the  ^ 


Syrian  Manifasto.  A  Manifesto  pub* 
lisbed  in  Al  Akhbar  on  Dec.  17  by 
Syrian  Communist  leader  Khaled  Bak- 
dash,  demanding  restoration  of  the 
Syrian  Parliament,  federation  with 
Egypt  instead  of  union,  and  “free  press 
and  free  elections,”  provoked  President 
Nasser  into  denouncing  Syrian  Com¬ 
munists  as  enemies  of  Arab  nationalism 
in  a  speech  at  Port  Said  commemorating 
the  Egyptian  “victory”  at  Suez.  He 
named  a  three-man  committee  consist¬ 
ing  of  Vice  Presidents  Akram  Hourani 
(the  only  Syrian)  and  Abdel  Latif 
Baghadi,  and  Interior  Minister  Zac- 
caria  Mohieddin  .to  purge  the  Syrian 
region.  The  Damascus  Communist 
daily  Al-Nur  was  closed;  Bakdash 
fled  the  country. 

Soviat  AM.  Despite  Nasser’s  speech, 
Soviet  aid  to  Egypt  continues.  The 
agreement  for  the  first  stage  of  the 
Aswan  Dam  was  signed  on  Dec.  27. 
The  USSR  will  build  five  airfields  for 
the  UAR.  The  agreement  also  calls  for 
a  thermal  power  station  at  Suez  and 
factories. 

Mohammed  Heikal,  editor  of  Al- 
Ahram,  a  Nasser  crony,  said  that  the 
events  in  Syria  must  not  be  allowed  to 
affect  “in  any  way  the  great  victory  we 
achieved  in  earning  the  friendship  of 
the  Soviet  Union.” 

Iconomic  Troublos.  A  run  on  the 
Syrian  pound,  fear  of  inflation,  and 
other  economic  problems  impelled  Nas¬ 
ser  to  hold  a  S-hour  conference  with 
Syrian  business,  industrial  and  agricul¬ 
tural  leaders  on  Dec.  17.  Nasser  de¬ 
fended  his  plan  to  restrict  currency  con¬ 
vertibility  but  denied  that  he  would 
“standardize  currency  at  your  expense,” 
that  salaries  of  Syrian  ofiicials  would  be 
cut  on  Jan.  1  in  order  to  equal  those  in 
Egypt,  and  that  he  intended  to  transfer 
millions  of  Egyptian  peasants  to  Syria. 
On  the  plight  of  farmers  affected  by 
the  land  reform  laws,  Nasser  admitted 
(Continued  on  page  160) 


Nasser  and  the  Dragon 

One  illusion  that  has  long  enfeebled  U.  S.  policy  is  that  any  “stnmg 
man”  who  denounces  Communism  must  be  embraced  as  a  free  world 
patriot. 

So,  we  are  urged,  President  Nasser’s  strictures  against  (!k>mmu- 
nists  in  S}rria  and  Iraq  should  now  endear  him  to  Washington.  We  are 
warned  that  the  West  has  only  two  alternatives:  back  Nasser's  Arab 
nationalism  or  the  Russians  will  take  Iraq.  This  over-simplification 
blunders  on  several  counts : 

1.  Communist  mobs  and  propaganda  do  menace  Iraq.  But  it 
would  be  premature  to  write  off  Premier  Kassem  because  he  has  been 
forced  to  rely  on  Ommunists  in  repelling  the  pro-Nasserites  who 
wanted  to  deliver  Baghdad  to  Cairo. 

2.  The  Nasser  pot  smears  the  Kassem  kettle  red.  The  anti- 
American  epithets,  which  Communists  screamed  at  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  William  Rountree  at  Baghdad  airport,  were  first  learned 
from  Cairo  radio,  which  has  been  tuned  to  the  Kremlin’s  wavelength 
ever  since  1966,  when  Nasser  opened  the  Near  East  to  the  Kremlin 
with  his  arms  deal.  Nasser  incited  the  recent  Baghdad  revolt,  whose 
direction  he  now  decries. 

3.  It  would  be  naive  to  interpret  an  attack  on  Sjrrian  Communists 
as  a  break  with  Moscow.  Nasser  has  suppressed  all  political  parties, 
from  right  to  left,  to  impose  a  monolithic  unity.  He  has  not  attacked 
the  USSR.  He  still  baits  the  U.  S. 

4.  Nasser  and  the  Kremlin  may  have  cooled.  Having  served  and 
been  served  by  Moscow,  Nasser  may  now  doubt  her  sincerity.  Having 
observed  how  Nasser’s  neighbors  reject  him,  the  Russians  may  now 
prefer  the  oil-rich  Kassem  to  the  sand-poor  Nasser.  Nasser  may  now 
want  to  hedge  with  the  West  against  deflation  by  the  Russians.  But 
can  he  free  himself  from  Moscow  to  whom  he  looks  for  arms,  industries, 
the  Aswan  Dam,  markets  for  cotton  and  political  support  against  Lon¬ 
don,  Washington,  Paris  and  Jerusalem? 

6.  The  strange  obsession  that  Nasser  is  the  personification  of 
Arab  nationalism,  pre-ordained  to  dominate  all  Arabs,  is  resented 
by  hosts  of  independent  Arabs  in  Lebanon,  Iraq,  Tunisia,  Jordan  and 
Sudan,  whom  we  would  alienate  if  we  were  to  b^ome  his  patron. 

Despite  his  hostility,  the  U.  S.  has  been  more  than  fair  to  Nasser. 
In  1968,  we  unfroze  his  dollar  balances,  restored  shipment  of  Care 
packages,  resumed  $13,600,000  in  aid  for  rural  agricultural  improve¬ 
ment,  helped  dredge  the  canal,  and,  just  last  week,  authm-ized  surplus 
wheat  and  flour  worth  $24,900,000. 

Some  think  that  Nasser  is  now  in  decline.  We  gained  no  thanks 
or  respect  when  we  rescued  him  in  1966.  Despite  that  experience, 
his  apologists  apparently  believe  that  the  U.  S.  will  be  stampeded  into 
aiding  him  again,  this  time  on  the  pretext  ttiat  he  is  now  belatedly 
girding  to  do  battle  with  the  red  dragon  he  welcomed  into  his  arena. 


ANALYSIS:! 


The  announcement  by  the  Bonn  gov¬ 
ernment  that  West  German  firms  bad 
tiered  Egypt  a  $48  million  credit  for 
the  construction  of  the  Aswan  Dam  has 
focused  attention  on  the  extent  and 
character  of  Bonn’s  penetration  into  the 
Near  East 

[A  West  German  mission  which  had 
intended  to  cany  the  offer  to  Egypt 
reconsidered,  pending  another  look  at 
the  USSR-Egyptian  agreement  which  was 
signed  Dec.  27.  The  Germans  hesitate 
to  accept  an  arrangement  putting  them 
under  Soviet  supervision.] 

While  East  and  West  have  been 
locked  in  a  political,  military  and  ideo¬ 
logical  strug^e,  the  Germans  have  been 
relying  on  economic  and  cultural  weap¬ 
ons  and  may  ultimately  emerge  as  t^ 
most  influential  power  in  the  area. 

A  study  made  by  the  Near  last 
Kaport  shows: 

Genaan  trade  wHh  the  Near  East 
has  grown  faster  than  total  German 
enporta,  and  she  is  displacing  other 
European  countries. 

Despite  their  dire  threats,  the  Arab 
states  did  not  retaliate  against  Ger¬ 
many  because  she  paid  reparations 
and  restitution  to  IsraeL 

The  Soviet  bloc  has  cut  into  Ger¬ 
man  trade  with  the  UAR,  but  Ger¬ 
many,  meanwhile,  has  gained  in  other 
Arab  states. 

Trod*,  Not  Torrltory.  Modem  Ger¬ 
many  was  a  late  comer  in  the  struggle 
for  empire.  She  concentrated  on  Africa 
and  the  Far  East,  and  her  colonies  in 
Togo,  Kamerun,  Southwest  Africa,  East 
Africa,  New  Guinea,  Samoa  and  Kiao- 
diow  spanned  1,140,000  square  miles 
— all  lost  in  World  War  I.  In  the  Near 
East,  she  sought  trade  and  influence 
rather  than  territory,  and  it  was  a  nat¬ 
ural  objective  because  of  c<»nmunica- 
tion  lines  and  political  alliances.  Her 
treaties  with  Turkey  and  Bulgaria  gave 
her  access  to  the  vast  territories  of  the 
Ottoman  empire.  The  drang  nach 
Osfen  product — on  piq)er — the  Berlin- 
Baghdad  railway,  v^ch  had  almost 
reached  Baghdad  by  Worid  War  I. 

But  Germany’s  flair  was  the  intensive 
study  of  Islam,  Arabic  and  Arab  arch- 
aeol^  and  anthropology.  The  most 
authoritative  texts  and  research  orig¬ 
inated  in  Berlin.  Germany’s  prewar 
influence  on  the  Arabs  was  largely 
cultural  and  even  in  Jewish  Palestine, 
back  in  1913,  there  was  a  sharp  stmggle 
among  the  colonists  as  to  whether  He¬ 
brew  or  German  should  be  the  language 
of  the  school. 


. . .  Germany’s  Rise  in  the  Near  East 


I.  WEST  GERMAN  EXPORTS 
(in  millions  of  dollars) 


Year 

Total 

Near  East 

Israel 

Iran 

Arab  States 

1960 

1980.6 

39.7 

0.6 

9.2 

30.0 

1951 

3473.6 

74.7 

4.1 

19.9 

60.7 

1962 

4037.3 

106.6 

5.4 

20.9 

80.3 

1963 

4421.6 

148.1 

13.8 

26.4 

107.9 

1954 

6260.6 

221.7 

63.3 

43.9 

124.6 

1956 

6138.4 

261.4 

62.8 

42.3 

146.3 

1966 

7360.8 

290.9 

66.3 

62.8 

172.8 

1967 

8677.7 

347.8 

66.0 

77.1 

204.7 

Jan,-May 

1967 

3434.0 

138.2 

29.2 

32.0 

77.0 

1968 

3486.2 

166.3 

23.9 

46.9 

96.6 

The  above  table  shows  that  German  exports  to  the  Near  East  totaled  $39.7 
million  in  1950 — ^just  2  per  cent  of  total  German  exports.  In  1964,  German  exports 
to  these  countries  were  $221.7  million  or  4.2  per  cent  of  total  German  exports. 

Part  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  payment  of  reparations  to  Israel,  but  only 
part.  Thus,  in  1960,  German  exports  to  Near  Blast  countries  other  than  Israel  were 
$39J2  million,  about  2  per  cent  of  total  German  sales.  In  1954,  Gennan  exports 
to  the  same  countries  reached  3.2  per  cent  of  total  German  exports,  and  in  the 
first  five  months  of  1968,  German  sales  to  these  same  countries  reached  4.1  per  cent 
of  total  German  exports. 


II.  WEST  GERMAN  EXPORTS  TO  THE  ARAB  STATES 


(tk  millions  of  dollars)  t 


Year 

Egypt 

Syria 

Lebanon 

1960 

19.1 

— V— — — ' 

7.1 

1961 

29.7 

7.6 

3.9 

1962 

38.4 

9.4 

11.4 

1963 

64.4 

11.6 

14.9 

1954 

46.9 

20.4 

13.7 

1965 

64.6 

20.8 

17.4 

1966 

63.3 

19.4 

20.9 

1957 

63.6 

18.7 

24.7 

Jan.-May 

1967 

25.3 

7.6 

8.8 

1968 

23.9 

11.8 

11.6 

Iraq 

Saudi 

Arabia 

Other 

Arab* 

Brit. 

Arab. 

0.8 

2.6 

0.8 

0.2 

2.2 

3.0 

2.9 

1.4 

4.7 

4.4 

7A 

4.6 

8.9 

3.2 

10.4 

4.6 

16.9 

9.2 

12.0 

6.4 

20.5 

11.0 

14.0 

8.1 

26.4 

16.6 

16.0 

11.3 

29.8 

22.2 

27.1 

18.7 

10.6 

9.6 

8.6 

6.6 

16.4 

9.6 

13.3 

10.0 

1 


Sourett  of  Tablot — Unitod  Nation*.  Dirtetion  of  IntomationcU  Trad*. 
Inelud**  Jordan,  T»m*n,  lAbya  and  (k«  Sudan. 


The  above  table  shows  that  in  1966  and  1967  German  sales  to  Egypt  levelled 
out,  while  her  sales  to  Syria  declined.  But  in  those  same  years,  Germany  sold  much 
more  to  Lebanon,  Iraq,  Saudi  Arabia  and  especially  to  the  other  Arab  states,  Jordan, 
Libya,  Sudan  and  Yemen.  In  early  1968,  German  sales  to  Egypt  declined,  exports  to 
Syria  began  to  grow  again,  and  sales  to  Iraq  increased  by  ai>out  half.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see  how  Germany’s  exports  to  Iraq  are  affected,  if  at  all,  by  the 
apparent  pro-Soviet  orientation  of  the  new  Iraqi  regime.  Some  observers  think 
t^t  Communist  China  may  now  displace  the  West  in  Iraq’s  development. 


The  1918  defeat  of  Germany  arrested 
but  did  not  halt  Gennan  penetration. 
For,  with  the  dissolution  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  new  Arab  states  were  created. 
The  emergence  of  Arab  nationalism 
coincided  with  the  rise  of  Nazism  in 
Germany  and  Fascism  in  Italy.  The 
new  Arab  leaders  looked  to  Berlin  and 
Rome  because  their  own  weakness  and 
insecurity  led  them  to  admire  military 
skill  and  splendor  (which  explains  the 
current  fascination  of  the  Russians). 

On  the  eve  of  World  War  II,  German 
and  Italian  agents  dominated  most  Arab 
leaders.  Nazis  engineered  a  coup  in 
Iraq.  In  Egypt,  Farouk  flirted  with 
Mussolini,  and  Col.  Nasser’s  clique 
made  contact  with  Nazi  forces.  The 


ex-Mufti  of  Jerusalem  took  up  head¬ 
quarters  in  Berlin  to  advise  Hitler  on 
the  liquidation  of  the  Jews.  Hitler  won 
Arab  adherents  because  they  hated  both 
the  British  and  the  Jews.  German  vic¬ 
tory  meant  the  end  of  the  promised 
national  homeland  fm*  the  Jews. 

Defeat  temporarily  eliminated  Ger¬ 
many’s  influence  in  the  Near  East,  al¬ 
though  some  ex-Nazis  found  refuge  and 
new  opportunity  in  Arab  capitals, 
especially  Cairo  and  Baghdad.  But  the 
setback  to  Germany  was  brief. 

TIm  Gorroati  BovivaL  The  revival 
of  West  German  economy  is  one  of  the 
most  spectacular  episodes  in  postwar 
economic  history.  In  1950,  West  Ger- 
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III.  IMPORTS  OF  SELECTED  ARAB 


STATES 
Percent  of  Total 


Year  and 

Soviet 

West 

West 

Country 

Area 

Europe  Germany 

Egypt 

1953 

7.0 

41.8 

10J3 

1954 

6.7 

60.4 

11.1 

1966 

6.6 

48.6 

10.6 

1956 

12.3 

42.6 

11.3 

1967 

21.6 

30.6 

9.9 

Syria 

1963 

2.6 

44.3 

9.6 

1964 

2.6 

46.7 

9.7 

1966 

2.7 

43.0 

10.3 

1966 

3.7 

89.9 

9.6 

1967 

7.4 

39.6 

10.7 

Lebanon 

1953 

2.0 

34.2 

4.2 

1954 

2.2 

41.2 

4.9 

1966 

2.6 

42.0 

6.4 

1966 

3.6 

40.6 

7.1 

1967 

2.9 

43.4 

7.0 

Table  III 

shows 

the  effect 

of  the 

Soviet  bloc’s  invasion  of  the  Near  East. 

West  Europe  hag  suffered  a  sharp  loss 
in  trade.  But  West  Germany’s  position 
is  relatively  unimpaired. 

Thus  in  1956,  the  Iron  Curtain  coun¬ 
tries  supplied  Egypt  with  6.6  per  cent 
of  its  imports.  The  share  rose  to  21.6 
per  cent  in  1967.  During:  the  same 
period,  West  Europe’s  share  of  Egypt’s 
imports  fell  sharply  from  48.6  per  cent 
to  30.6  per  cent.  But  West  Germany's 
share  dropped  only  slig:htly,  from  10.6 
per  cent  to  9.9  per  cent. 

Syrian  statistics  describe  a  similar 
pattern.  The  West  German  share  has 
increased,  while  West  European  sales 
have  suffered  at  the  expense  of  the 
Soviet  bloc.  Here,  ag:ain,  Bonn  has 
displaced  other  European  countries. 

In  Lebanon,  it  will  be  noted.  West 
Germany’s  sales  have  increased  while 
those  from  the  Soviet  area  dropped. 

West  Germany’s  exports  to  the  Near 
East  consist  mainly  of  machinery.  Out 
of  $358  million  of  German  exports  to 
the  Near  East,  according  to  a  1967  UN 
report,  $836  million  were  manufactured 
g:oods  and  more  than  half  of  these  were 
machines  and  transport  equipment. 

German  imports  from  the  Near  East 
have  not  kept  pace  with  exports.  Ger¬ 
many  imports  largre  quantities  of  cotton 
from  Egrjrpt  and  oil  from  Iraq,  Saudi 
Arabia,  Iran  and  the  British  protector¬ 
ates. 

But  Germany  accounted  for  only  8.3 
per  cent  of  Egryptian  exports  in  1967, 
as  agrainst  9.9  per  cent  of  Egryptian 
imports.  German  purchases  from  Egypt 
and  Syria  have  declined  cbsolutely  and 
proportionately.  The  explanation  for 
this  lies  in  the  fact  that  an  increasing: 
share  of  Egyptian  exports  is  now  being 
diverted  to  the  Soviet  bloc. 


Development  Loon  Fund 

The  Department  of  State  had  in¬ 
tended  asking  Congress  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  $1  billion  for  soft  currency  loans 
to  underdeveloped  countries  as  a  means 
of  combatting  the  Soviet  Union’s  eco¬ 
nomic  offensive  in  Asia  and  Africa. 
The  White  House,  driving  for  a  bal¬ 
anced  budget,  has  reduced  the  request 
to  $700  million.  However,  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  may  ask  Tor  a  supple¬ 
mental  appropriation  of  $225  million 
because  Congress  cut  last  year’s  request 
to  $400  milion.  This  may  precipitate 
a  foreign  aid  fight  early  in  Congress. 

Reception  in  Baghdad 

Washington  is  unhappy  over  the  vio~ 
lent  attacks  on  U.  S.  Diplomat  Rountree 
in  Baghdad.  Yet  there  has  been  no 
formal  public  protest  to  Iraqi  authori¬ 
ties.  Some  think  that  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  Communist  excesses  will  have 
a  sobering  effect  on  responsible  Arabs. 

The  Lodge  Statement 

On  the  very  day  that  Rountree  was 
in  Iraq,  the  UN  SiMurity  Council  dealt 
with  the  recent  UAR-Israel  clash,  and, 
as  is  its  recent  custom,  left  it  all  to 
Siecretary  General  Dag  Hammarskjold. 
On  Dec.  3,  Syrians  had  fired  on  Israel 
shepherds  and  on  an  Israel  patrol  which 
went  to  their  rescue.  Israelis  replied 
and  the  Syrians  then  rained  600  to  800 
shdls  on  seven  Israel  villages.  The 
Israelis  went  to  the  Seciurity  Council. 
They  hoped  that  the  major  powers 
would  rebuke  and  warn  Sy^  in  order 
to  deter  further  hostilities. 

Ambassador  Henry  Cabot  Lodge 
said: 

"It  is  due  to  neglect  of  the  Armistice 
Agreement  by  the  parties  themselves 
that  incidents  along  the  demarcation 
line  have  assumed  serious  proportions. 
.  .  .  The  events  of  Dec.  3  concern  ns 


because  they  involved  armed  action  on 
a  large  scale. 

"Now  this  we  deplore.  Indeed,  we 
cannot  condone  such  use  of  force.  Re¬ 
course  must  always  be  had  to  UN  ma¬ 
chinery.  We  con^ne  none  of  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  force  which  have  taken  place 
in  this  troubled  area,  now  or  in  the 
past.  We  cannot  agree  with  those  who 
seem  to  suggest  that  acta  of  violence 
in  the  past  justify  other  acts  of  violence 
in  the  present  or  future.  This  can  lead 
us  only  into  a  morass  of  force  and 
violence  from  which  none  can  escape. 
We  believe  in  peaceful  recourse  through 
the  mechanisms  provided,  specifically, 
the  Mixed  Armistice  Commission,  and 
are  gratified  that,  in  the  circnnutances 
of  the  inability  of  the  Mixed  Armistice 
Commission  to  function,  recourse  was 
had  to  the  Security  Council  rather  than 
to  further  milita^  action.  ...  It  b 
important  for  all  concerned  to  exercise 
restraint  and  to  avoid  any  intemperate 
action." 

One  explanation  of  U.  S.  reluctance 
to  take  a  vigorous  position  was  alleged 
fear  of  prejudicing  Rountree’s  tour. 

The  Arab  Boycott 

Some  members  of  Congress  believe 
that  the  U.  S.  must  no  longer  tolerate 
the  Arab  boycott  against  American 
firms.  Effective  today,  nine  U.  S.  firms 
are  blacklisted  by  the  Jordanian  gov¬ 
ernment  because  they  trade  with  Israel. 
Since  the  U.  S.  last  year  sustained  the 
Jordanian  economy  with  a  $32  million 
grant — much  of  which  is  used  to  buy 
goods  and  commodities  from  Ameri¬ 
cans — the  effect  of  the  Jordanian  action 
is  to  make  the  U.  S.  a  partner  in  the 
Arab  economic  boycott  against  Israel 
and  American  firms.  Presumably  all 
nine  American  firms  pay  taxes  to  the 
U.  S.  and  thus  contribute  to  Jordan’s 
support.  The  issue  may  be  raised  in 
voting  appropriations  on  the  foreign 
aid  program. 


many  sold  $1,980  million  of  goods  to 
other  countries.  In  1957,  her  exports 
reached  $8,577  million. 

The  German  recovery  was  riding  a 
great  expansion  of  world  trade.  But 
German  sales  grew  faster  than  world 
trade;  the  West  Germans  cut  into  the 
markets  of  other  coimtries.  Their  enor¬ 
mous  success  was  partly  due  to  condi¬ 


tions  in  Germany.  The  influx  of 
refugees  from  Extern'  Europe  per¬ 
mitted  a  great  expansion  of  output 
without  an  increase  of  wage  rates. 
Moreover,  Bonn  has  maintained  firm 
and  rigorous  controls  over  credit  condi¬ 
tions  and  the  money  supply.  Hence  Ger¬ 
man  prices  have  risen  more  slowly  than 
those  of  her  principal  competitors.  At 


the  same  time,  however,  Germany  has 
laimched  a  vigorous  export  campaign, 
offering  excellent  credit  arrangements 
and  early  delivery. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  growth 
of  German  exports  to  the  Near  East 
was  to  be  expected.  But  statistics  show 
that  Germany’s  exporters  have  enjoyed 
a  special  success  in  that  region. 
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propaganda  pressures 


Soviet  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  is 
reported  to  have  told  Sen.  Hubert  H. 
Humphrey  (D)  Minn.,  during  their 
eight-hour  talk  in  Moscow  that  the 
USSR  regards  Israel  as  a  base  for  cap¬ 
italist  aggression  in  the  Near  East  Al¬ 
though  Khrushchev  disavowed  any  anti- 
Semitism  and  argued  that  some  Com¬ 
munist  leaders  had  Jewish  wives,  there 
has  been  a  rising  anti-Semitic  and  anti- 
Israel  campaign  in  the  Moscow  press 
and  radio. 


Broadcasting  on  Dec.  17,  the  regional 
radio  of  the  Ukraine,  where  anti- 
Semitism  is  endemic,  bitterly  attacked 
“Jewish  bourgeois  nationalists”  as  sup¬ 
porters  of  Zionism  and  Israel,  rak^ 
up  charges  that  they  had  collaborated 
in  1919  with  the  White  Russians,  Pet- 
lyura  and  Denikin,  and  charged  that 
they  were  being  supported  by  “Rocke¬ 
feller  who  recently  gave  them  several 
million  dollars.” 


Israel,  said  the  broadcast,  is  a  tool 
of  the  imperialists  where  immigrants 
are  compelled  to  place  their  young  sons 
“under  the  jurisdiction  of  faiuitic  rab¬ 
bis,  who  intend  to  perform  the  savage 
rite  of  circumcision  and  intoxicate  him 
with  religion.  This  rite  has  special 
significance  in  that  it  is  a  custom  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  Jewish  people,  and  incul¬ 
cates  them  with  a  feeling  of  contempt 
for  and  hatred  of  those  who  do  not 
practice  it” 

The  Moscow  broadcasts  during  De¬ 
cember  criticize  Israel  as  “the  forward 
post  of  imperialism  in  the  Near  East 
and  a  battle  line  of  expiring  imperial¬ 
ism.”  They  attack  the  present  Israel 
government  as  a  “group  of  extreme 
bourgeois  Zionists,”  who  are  encourag¬ 
ing  a  “dense  flow  of  arms”  from  the 
West,  and  accuse  it  of  planning  ag¬ 
gression  against  the  Arabs. 

These  broadcasts  are  directed  not 
only  at  the  Arabs  in  the  Near  East  but 
are  carried  on  domestic  programs  for 
the  ears  of  the  Russians  themselves. 


viewing  the  news 

continued 

that  debts  contracted  on  the  basis  of 
their  former  land  holdings  totaled  200 
million  Syrian  pounds  but  blamed  Sy¬ 
rian  banlu  for  refusing  to  accept  land 
reform  bonds  or  make  loans  against 
them. 

Mowntinv  Doficits.  Deterioration  of 
Egypt’s  trade  position  may  be  causing 
Nasser’s  difficulties. 

According  to  the  Egyptian  Economic 


and  Political  Review,  Cairo,  Egypt’s 
trade  deficit  is  “serious”  and  requires 
the  “full  attention  of  the  authorities.” 

The  figures  to  August  show  that  ex¬ 
ports  were  SO  million  Egyptian  pounds 
less  than  imports.  The  deficit  for  the 
year  may  exceed  70  million — the  high¬ 
est  since  19S2. 

As  a  consequence  the  way  may  now 
be  open  for  a  settlement  of  the  financial 
issues  between  Great  Britain  and  Egypt 
resulting  from  the  Suez  crisis.  Eugene 
R.  Black,  President  of  the  World  Bank, 
went  to  Cairo  as  the  negotiator.  Egypt 
claims  war  damages  and  wants  the  re¬ 
lease  of  frozen  sterling  balances.  Brit¬ 
ain  wants  compensation  for  “Egyptian- 
ized”  property. 

"Imaginary  Aggrosaien".  Eight 
Egyptian  MIGs  were  intercepted  by 
Israel  jets  near  Beersheba  on  Dec.  20 
and  forced  to  turn  back  after  a  short 
fight  in  which  one  Egyptian  jet  was  shot 
down.  The  UAR  at  first  denied  the 
action.  The  daily  Al-Fayha  said  Israel 
was  reporting  an  “imaginary  aggres¬ 
sion.”  Cairo  finally  admitted  the  action, 
said  that  Israel  planes  had  flown  over 
Sinai. 

Israel  charged  that  Egyptian  planes 
had  previously  dropped  flares  over 
Elath,  and  had  penetrated  10  miles 
northeast  of  Tel  Aviv. 

Kurdish  Droam.  Dispatches  reaching 
Iran  and  Cyprus  report  fighting  be¬ 
tween  Iraqi  troops  and  Kurd  tribesmen 
in  the  Zagros  Mountains.  Communists 
hope  to  include  Kurds  in  Turkey,  Iraq, 
Inm  and  the  USSR  in  a  new  Sunni 
Moslem  state.  Iraq  Premier  Kassem 
is  reported  resisting  Communist  pres¬ 
sure  to  withdraw  his  troops. 

Iraq  continues  to  proclaim  its  “posi¬ 
tive  neutrality.”  A  Baghdad  broadcast 
on  Dec.  20  blames  “imperialism,”  espe¬ 
cially  in  “American  circles,”  for  Cairo 
reports  that  Iraq  is  falling  into  Com¬ 
munist  hands.  Baghdad  insists  that  it 
is  following  an  “independent  Arab 
nationalist  policy”  and  will  oppose 
“imperialism  and  its  stooges.”  But 
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Other  broadcasts  parrot  the  Moscow- 
Cairo  propaganda  line  depicting  Israel 
as  a  U.  S.  puppet.  (The  clandestine 
Voice  of  Free  Egypt  on  Dec.  23  ac¬ 
cused  Nasser  of  exaggerating  the  Qmi- 
munist  threat  to  Iraq  and  turning  “out 
new  material  every  day  to  alarm  the 
Americans  into  extending  him  moral 
and  material  assistance.”) 

The  pro-Nasser  Lebanese  paper  Al 
Kifah  reported  on  Dec.  23  that  Rashid 
el-Kilani,  who  returned  from  exile  on 
SepL  S,  had  been  sentenced  to  death 
for  his  part  in  the  Dec.  8  plot  to  over¬ 
throw  Kassem.  But  it  is  now  denied 
that  Fadhil  al-Jamali  has  been  hanged, 
as  previously  reported. 

Afro-Asian  Aid.  Fifty-six  Burmese 
army  officers  and  men  arrived  in  Tel 
Aviv  for  a  year’s  study  of  Israel 
methods  of  cooperative  settlement.  The 
Burmese  plan  to  establish  a  chain  of 
settlements  along  their  country’s  north¬ 
ern  border  on  the  Israel  model. 

The  Guardian  of  Rangoon  said  that 
Und  resettlement  was  the  best  way  for 
Burma  to  handle  her  veterans  problem. 

The  Bawa  Khit,  also  of  Rangoon,  said 
that  as  compared  with  Communist  col¬ 
lective  farms  “the  best  method  for 
Burma  is  undoubtedly  the  Israel  co¬ 
operative  method.”  And  the  New 
Times  of  Burma  called  on  the  Burmese 
to  emulate  Israel’s  conquest  of  the  des¬ 
ert  which  it  termed  the  “epic  struggle 
of  the  20th  century.” 

Another  visitor  to  Israel,  John  Coop¬ 
er,  Liberian  Secretary  of  Commerce, 
negotiated  a  trade  and  technical  aid 
agreement  with  Israel,  calling  for  joint 
industries  and  help  for  Liberia  in  citrus 
fruit  growing  and  water  development. 

Intarfaith.  A  committee  to  stimulate 
interfaith  understanding  throughout  the 
world  has  been  formed  in  Jerusalem. 
Its  members  include  leading  Jews,  Mos¬ 
lems  and  Christians  living  in  Israel. 
Former  Prime  Minister  Sharett  is  a 
member.  An  interfaith  chorus  recently 
broadcast  Christmas  carols  in  Arabic 
and  Hebrew  over  the  Israel  radio. 
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